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destiny. . . . O men of little faith, can you not hear the
voice, the mighty voice of God, who repeats by the lightning
flash, by the roar of the earthquake, by the tumult of the sea,
that He and He alone is Master of life and death. . . . He
whom men forget and deride, whom they would insult and
put aside, but who will not be banished."

I own that I find these very hard sayings. On the other
hand I am reluctant to believe that the alternative is " blind
materialism." The problem of evil and that of squaring the
circle are equally hopeless; but a pentagon is more circular
than a square and a hexagon than a pentagon, and so there
is always room for a greater approximation to truth. I ought
to add that the following reflections have been largely in-
fluenced by Professor Bergson.

At first sight it might seem that the impression made
upon us by a collective calamity, like an earthquake"""
or shipwreck, is largely irrational, or is, at most, the
sum of the impressions that would have been created
had each life been separately destroyed. It may be
argued that every individual has to die once; that
there are more painful and lingering deaths than
drowning or crushing; that if all death is a curtail-
ment of possible pleasures; it is also a curtailment of
possible pains ; that those cancelled years were preg-
nant with evil as well as with good; in short, that
reason does not justify the disturbance and horror of
the imagination.

There is something in all this. To some extent the
curtailment of any individual life, prior to its ex-
haustion by old age, offers the same problem as the
sort of collective catastrophe we are considering.
But we cease to attend to a riddle that is put to us
every day in the same terms, and that the whole